Bartle, partner

Missouri._state Sen MatZBarﬂe, R-;,
. Lee’s Summit, and law partner David
Marcus are leaving the Berkowitz-Oli--
ver Williams Shaw & Eisenbrandt LLP
L corporate defense firm to open a diver-
! - sified litigation practice Downtown on
: Aug. 1.
“Clearly, I would hke to diversity our
practice to include claims work, and
some of that work is 1ncompat1ble with
" what we do here,” Marcus said.
Managing Partner David Oliver of
Berkowitz Oliver called the parting
“bittersweet,” but he praised both law-
ye d said their business plan will
4 the skills of “réally good lawyers”
affordable to small busi-
- nesses and individuals.
“They both have the
type of temperament that
I think they’re ideally suit-
d for this type of work,”

tion as well as accounting
malpractice defense work,
Marcus said.
- Bartle said that he’s no-
ticed a lack of lawyers
M in Kansas City handling
: claimants’ cases against
. Marcus . securities brokers and that
o he enjoys prosecuting such
e sults on contmgency '
-~ “You're: am_ entrepreneur in every
case,” hesaid. :
Berkowitz Oliver’s brokerage clients
didn't want their attorneys also han-
dling plaintiff cases, he said. -
Marcus said technological advances
have cut the startup costs of small-of-
fice law firms.
; Marcus graduated from the Univer-
i sity of Minnesota Law School in Min-
neapolis in 1996 and joined Berkow-
itz Oliver in 1999 after about one year
.with. Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP and
about two years with Kansas City’s Bry-
an Cave LLP office.

Bartle - graduated from Northwest-
ern University Law Schoel in- Chica-
go in 1990, joined Bryan Cave in 1991
and moved to Berkowitz Oliver in 1998.
Bartle has served in the‘General Assem-
bly since 1999.
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