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Block will double Shoal Creek center

$55M expansion will add 300,000 square feet  Hoomition o i T o s b

David Block, « or not, that have not been met in
BY JASON SHAAD | STAFF WIITER add about 300,000 square feet of and bro- the Northland.”
retail space directly west of its Block & | He said the is
Block & Co. Inc. Realtors will  Plaza st Shoal Creek shopping Co, said strong wmmﬂ
ahout §55 million to dou-  center, at the southwest corner  residential growth a bookstore and a cou-
the size of its Pinza at Shoal of Barry and Flintlock roads and tenant de- ple of clothiers. Big-box retailers
Creek retail development in the  near Liberty. _ mand have fueled will occupy about 150,000 square
Northland. Onee complete, the entire de-  the planned expan- feet of the development, he
BREAKING NEWS! The Kansas City-based real es- will contain about sion.
Check o Web site at tate development company will square feet of retail  “We're all rented SEEBLOCK | 41

B0 susmcinns
o MORTGAGE

4 o FB1 when they suspect frimd —

R e Proposals could save
: businesses $154 million
Blueprint for fraud [ 2 v dgess o b
A TYPICAL SCHEME W“‘“i:m: 1
Property "flipper” buys a house, then share in the proceeds of the crime or
soon after posts it for sale again at another criminal using a stolen 1D or a
an artificially inflated sale price. fraudulently improved credit score.

) aid the scheme in A bank makes the loan, and the

return for kickbacks. For example, an crooks disappear with the extra
appraiser signs off on an antificially high cash. The house eventually is foreclosed
sales valuation, or a loan officer & paid to on, but the bank can't sell the house for
mave the loan through the process. Real || enough money 10 cover the artificially
estate agents, eager to take a higher sales high loan balance. The bank's investors
cammission, don't raise red flags. are left to cover the loss.
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Bold moves, challenges are notlung new to Todd Graves

BY OIS GRENT | STAFF WRITER

US. District Judge Gary Fermer first
noticed Todd Graves when Graves won
un election to become Platte County
prosecutor in 1994

Penner took nole not because Graves
was just 29, had never tried 4 jury trinl
and was suddenly leading a county pros-
eeutor’s office. No, Fenner did a douhle-
take because of where the young lawyer
had come from.

Graves gave up o lucrative spot as an
ussocinte al Bryan Cave LLP to take on
the long hours, compuratively low puy
and high stress of public service.

“A lot of attorneys start out in those
kind of positions and get their experi-
cm:mnprmranmnun ussistant”™ be-

| 1o & large firm, he said.
ly hadn't seen people leave the
aennuy and the finencial rewards avail-
able in the big firms to take on a job like
that” he “1 thought thast thst was
kind af a bold move on Todd's part.”

Bold moves and public service were
nothing new to Graves. Right out of law
school, he dectined a job at a New York
lnw firm offering & $95,000 salary to ac-
cepl an assistant sttorney general slotin
Jefferson City that oifered about @ quar-
ter the pay. He left that job to run a po-
litical campaign. and after twice being
elected Platte County prosecutor, he
received & presidentinl appointment to
serve as US, attorney for the Western
District of Missouri

Today, Graves is working with a friend
from his undergradunte days at the Uni-
versity of Missouri, state Sen. Matt Bar-
tie, R-Lee's Summit. Their firm, Graves
Bartle & Marcus LLP, i o boutique firm
that handles extremely complex busi-
ness litigation and counseling in addi-
tion to white-collnr crime.

“Money is not something thal moti-
vates him,” said Bob Thompsan, marnug-
ogapnnnad Bryun Cave's Kansas City

where he and Graves were sum-
mer clerks together 15 years ago. “Op-
gtﬂunuks and challenges motivate

(114]

Graves thrives on complexity and a
challenge. But no professional challenge
has ever equaled the test he endured at
nge 21, when he was diagnosed with can-
cer, Told he miost likely wouldn't survive,

und went through a year
py. It was a defining time in his life.

“1 realized st an earlier age than most
that whether | had five weeks, five
months or 50 years, there was an end to
it,” he said. “It focused me. 1 really devel-

oped a desire to tackie challenges

] get a tremendous amount of satis-
faction when I feel like | have the answer
and 1 can help someone"

Graves, 41, was raised on a farm near
Fairfux, Mo. He and his wife, Tracy, and

cal campaigns, Graves said he wanted
to blend his for law and politica
when he decided to seek office in 1994,

After winning the mace, Graves asked
Roseann Ketchmark — whom his wife
had met while campaigning door to
— to come work for him as the of-

CAREFREE INDUSTRIAL PARK —

DAVE KAUP | KCRI
Todd Graves says his early fight — and victory — against cancer “focused me.”

TODD GRAVES

Title: Partner, Graves Bartle & Marous LLC
Age: 41

Family: Wite, Tracy; chikdren, Katle, 9, Hatk, 8
Joe, 6, and Ben, 4
Education: Bachelo's i agricultural econom-
Ies with a iminor in pofitical science, summa
curn laude, University of Missourd, 1988; law
degree and a master's degree in public
admiristration, University of Virginia, 1991
Hobhbiles: Farming, reading, traveling and (as &
private pilot) anything related to smlanes

fice's lead prosecutor. Ketchmark, who

the most complex cases while trining
and mentoring the younger lawyers ~ in-
cluding f. Ketchmark said Graves
was a fast study and spent time reading
stute statute books and evidence manu-
uls. When the rare Platte County homi-
cide popped up, Graves often personally
chose to handle it.

In one such case, Graves sucgessful-
ly prosecuted a getawsy driver for the

death of an accomplice, who had been
shot and killed by an FBI agent. It's a
complex murder charge, one not even
reoognized by many states. And it can
be taugh to get o fury to understand how
someone who didn’t pull the trigger can
be guilty of murder by virtue of being an
accomplice (o & crime.

Many elected prosecutors would shy
awny from such a tough case, fearing n
loss would hurt them liter at the
Ketchmark sakd.

“He did what he truly thought was
the right thing to do, even lhnugh

lhuew»ali!nlﬁwu
ittal,” she said.

AN ac
losing a bid 10 be Mis-
mnnnle_trmmm,

asult on government regulation in the
Snrbunr.a Oxley era. Bartle and David
Marcus founded the firm in 2005,
when both lawyers left Oli-
ver Williams Show & Eisenbrandt LLP.

foxhale lawyers. When s person or com-
puny feels like they're in a foxhole, we
mmmbeih:gmthfdmmmwl
bltherewkhum

said he has

Bryan Cave's Thompson
na doubts that will be the case.
“His career, as impressive as it has

been o date, really is just start-
ed” he said. “His on this legal
community is only to continue 1o
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